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Oliver TwistTOPICS

 	 Read the story and match the pictures to the text by filling in the 
correct numbers.    

1 Oliver was born in a workhouse in a small town north of London. His mother Agnes, who was not married, 

died soon after his birth. The baby boy was left in the care of workhouse people who looked after 

orphans. 

When Oliver was nine years old, he was taken to another workhouse. 

Mrs. Mann got money from the parish to buy food and clothes for the children. However, she kept most of 

it for herself.

2 Most of the time, the children were sent to bed hungry. Oliver was thin and pale. 

When Oliver asked for more food, he was beaten and put in a room all by himself. 

Later, he was sold for five pounds to Mr. Sowerberry, an undertaker, who made him his apprentice. He was 

to help him in his business of burying dead people.

3 Though Mr. Sowerberry liked him, Mrs. Sowerberry and her loyal servant, Noah Claypole, made his life 

miserable. 

One morning Oliver managed to escape and he went to London. 

On his way there, he met a young man, John Dawkins, who gave him food and promised to give him 

shelter in London. Dawkins, also known as the Artful Dodger, introduced him to the underworld by taking 

him to Fagin‘s house. Oliver lived together with the criminals, enjoying himself more than he had ever 

done before.

4 One day he went out with Dodger and Bates and watched them pocketing the purse of a gentleman. He 

tried to run away as fast as he could. 

Dodger and Bates could escape but Oliver was taken to the office of the magistrate. 

The book-seller, who was a witness to the crime, declared him innocent. 

Oliver fainted. Mr. Brownlow felt pity for the boy and carried him to his home. In the peaceful atmosphere 

of the house, Oliver recovered.

5 When Oliver was sent to the bookseller, he was captured by Nancy, who took him back to Fagin‘s place. 

Once again Oliver found himself trapped in the bad world of the criminals. 

One evening, he was forced to help Bill Sikes and Toby Crackit break into a house. They pushed the boy in 

through the window and told him to open the door.

6 Oliver wanted to warn the people in the house but he was shot by a servant. Sikes left him wounded in a 

ditch but Oliver could walk to a house to ask for help.

7 Mrs. Maylie and Rose took him in and nursed him back to strength. They liked Oliver and gave him the 

love he had always dreamed of. 

Oliver finally found out that his mother`s name was Agnes Fleming and Rose was his real aunt. 

Monks, who wanted to ruin his life, was the first son of Oliver’s father and wanted to get all his money.

Mr Brownlow adopted Oliver and he could put his old life behind him forever.
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 	 Word search and write the German meanings next to the English words 
(if you need help, look in the dictionary).

J H E P A C S E I F A I N T T

S G U T W N J C N D B M T L N

W E O N A K M I S E R A B L E

A W R H G I I T U F E A B P C

N W P V K R G N L R A F O E O

A R P S A C Y E T Q K C S S N

O S R Q F N I R G R K U O K N

H S O B O U T P T E O L I R I

T E M U R Z X P T H I D P A P

R N I S C D O A K T Z J U D U

I T S I E D N R A P U S H C O

B I E N A U O R C O N F I N E

C W E E R W Y L A N I M I R C

H O S S R E T L E H S E R A C

R J E S R E C O V E R M Z I O

ADOPT APPRENTICE BIRTH

BREAK BUSINESS CARE

WITNESS CRIMINAL DARK

ESCAPE FAINT FORCE

HUNGRY INNOCENT WORKHOUSE

INTRODUCE MISERABLE NURSE

ORPHANS PICK POCKET

PROMISE PUSH RECOVER

TOWN SHELTER CONFINE

SERVANT
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	 Find the correct pairs.

ditch

1

recover

2

promise

3

birth
4

criminal
5

escape
6

miserable 

7

witness

8

innocent

9

force 

10

orphans 

11

shelter

12

servant
13

adopt
14

apprentice
15

faint

16

treat

17

town
18

destroy
19

confine to
20

Geburt         Lehrling ohnmächtig 
werden entkommen Graben             

zerstören  Waisenkinder       behandeln  versprechen                        Unterschlupf          

zwingen                Diener                  sich erholen                  Zeuge Verbrecher        

adoptieren          elendig        einsperren Stadt unschuldig        




